
April 14, 2020 
 

The Honorable Governor Laura Kelly 
Kansas State Capitol 
Topeka, Kansas 

 

Dear Governor Kelly: 
 

Today we write to you, not just as members of the Kansas House of Representatives, but also as 
Kansans. We see and hear daily the concerns and fears shared by our fellow citizens about what 
tomorrow will bring. That uncertainty is shared by everyone – from the suburbs of Kansas City 
to the small towns of the Western plains, young and old, rich and poor. 

 
The past few weeks have been unlike anything our state and nation has ever experienced and 
hopefully ever will again. The battle in which we find ourselves engaged against the 
dangerous virus, COVID-19, is an unseen enemy.  The damage it causes is visible everywhere 
and experienced by everyone. 

 
We near the deadline for your first stay-at-home order to expire. Kansans deserve to have 
confidence that your office has a plan to return us to some semblance of normalcy as soon as 
possible. This needs to be based on sound science and constitutional principles. It is your 
responsibility as governor to work with leaders to determine concrete, objective, measurable 
standards and metrics to return our lives and livelihoods back to normal as soon as possible. 
You very clearly stated that you were not “ready” for this crisis. However, there is no excuse 
for us to not be prepared to rebuild and reopen our economy after the damage caused by 
COVID-19. 

 
After you issued multiple Executive Orders, and you sought legal relief to ensure you have the 
unrestricted ability to continue doing so, we ask: what is your plan to get our economy moving? 
To put citizens back to work? To fix the backlog of unemployment claims filed? How do you 
plan to put our lives back to normal and do so while still keeping us safe and healthy? What 
objective, scientific metrics have you determined must be met in order for us to begin the 
process to re-open? 

 

Our local, state and federal governments took action, as they should have, to fight this 
dangerous virus. Social distancing guidelines are helping to mitigate the spread. Kansans have 
heeded the advice to stay home, limit their social interaction and have taken heed of the 
recommendations to avoid spreading the virus. We are proud of Kansans for listening to that 
advice and doing their part to flatten the curve. 

 

For years as a Kansas Senator, you championed the importance of Kansas schools receiving 
consistent and long-term budget appropriations. You claimed it was vitally important for our 
local school boards and administrators to be able to plan and make long-term budget 



allocations and funding decisions. Right now, our entire economy is trying to plan and make 
those very decisions – not about next year but rather next week. 

 
From Kansas’ largest employers to the mom and pop small businesses that crowd Main Streets 
across all of Kansas and their employees – everyone is waiting to get back to work and ready to 
have some normalcy to their lives and livelihoods. After weeks of many of them being 
shuttered, they need some certainty so they can plan for how to re-open or re-open in some 
restricted capacity. Our families need certainty which allows them to know our economy has 
suffered as little damage as possible and their jobs, careers and retirement are still secure. To 
those who have become unemployed, they need a much more responsive government that 
aids them in filing for unemployment and then helps them transition, as fast as possible, back 
to being employed. Our children and students need to know when they are going back to 
school and their classrooms, and that when they do – they will be safe. 

 
This weekend we learned that President Trump is convening a national task force to work on 
how to reopen our economy from a national perspective. In Texas, Governor Abbott has 
already released plans for how business across his state can begin to re-open. There is no 
excuse for the state of Kansas to not be doing the same. 

 
Restarting our Kansas economy requires a plan of action. When Kansas has a plan, we are of the 
belief that our state’s best days are still in front of us -- that our state’s economy will rebound 
and recover, our employees will go back to work and our lives and livelihoods will return to 
some semblance of normal. It will require visionary leaders working together, starting now. We 
urge you to start today to chart our path on which we can begin to re-open our economy and 
put Kansans back to work. Our businesses and employees have a herculean task and deserve to 
know your plan for beginning to re-open our economy and to living outside of the confines of 
our homes. Are we asking for the total lifting of the stay-at-home order with no restrictions? 
Absolutely not. We are asking for your plan. 

 
Ad Astra Per Aspera – to the stars through difficulties. This past month has certainly highlighted 
the difficulties. Now let’s focus on reaching the stars! 

 
Sincerely, 
 
The undersigned members of the Kansas House 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Rep. Tory Marie Arnberger   District 112 
Rep. John Barker District 70 
Rep. Emil Bergquist District 91 
Rep. Doug Blex District 12 
Rep. Michael Capps District 85 
Rep. Blake Carpenter District 81 
Rep. Will Carpenter District 75 
Rep. Ken Corbet District 54 
Rep. Chris Croft District 8 
Rep. Leo Delperdang District 94 
Rep. Willie Dove District 38 
Rep. Ron Ellis District 47 
Rep. Renee Erickson District 87 
Rep. Charlotte Esau District 14 
Rep. Randy Garber District 62 
Rep. Dan Hawkins District 100 
Rep. Cheryl Helmer District 79 
Rep. Ron Highland District 51 
Rep. Kyle Hoffman District 116 
Rep. Mike Houser District 1 
Rep. Ron Howard District 98  
Rep. Steve Huebert District 90 
Rep. Susan Humphries District 99 
Rep. Trevor Jacobs District 4 
Rep. Brenda Landwehr District 105 
Rep. Martin Long District 124 
Rep. Megan Lynn District 49 
Rep. Joe Newland District 13 
Rep. Stephen Owens District 74 
Rep. Ken Rahjes District 110 
Rep. John Resman District 121 
Rep. Bill Rhiley District 80 
Rep. Joe Seiwert District 101 
Rep. Eric Smith District 76 
Rep. Alicia Straub District 113 
Rep. Bill Sutton  District 43 
Rep. Jack Thimesch District 114 
Rep. Adam Thomas District 26 
Rep. Paul Waggoner District 104 
Rep. Kellie Warren District 28 
Rep. Barb Wasinger District 111 
Rep. Troy Waymaster District 109 
Rep. Kristey Williams District 77 
 
 
 
 


